





Pearce/Sunsites

Community Profile

Prepared by the ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Pearce/Sunsites, in historic Cochise County, is a community of
both working and retired residents, 85 miles southeast of Tucson
and 28 miles southwest of Willcox. Established in 1961, Sunsites
is growing into a completely self-supporting community.
Surrounding the village are the communities of Sunizona and
Richland as well as other rural development.

Basic Information

Distance to Major Cities:
Phoenix: 196 miles
Tucson: 85 miles

Founded: 1961

Incorporated: No

Elevation: 4,500

Located in Cochise County
Nearby Highways: HWYS US 191
Enterprise Zone available

Population

1990 2000 2007
Pearce/Sunsites NIA N/A N/A
Cochise County 97,624 117,755 137,200
Arizona 3,665,228 5,130,632 6,500,194

Sources: Arizona Department of Commerce and US Census Bureau
Note: Local sources last estimated population at 1,200. U.S. Census Bureau and
Dept. of Econ. Sec. do not report on population figures for this area.

Principal Economic Activities

Located in a scenic agriculturally oriented valley, Pearce-Sunsites is
experiencing steady growth with many new privately owned businesses
opening yearly. The communities provide residential support to Willcox,
Douglas, Benson and Tucson where employment is found in
communications, transportation, utility and service facilities. The majority
of Pearce-Sunsites residents are retired, though younger people are
moving here also. Tourism is also economically important.

County Employment 2007
Government 12,150
Trade, Transportation, and Utilities 6,925
Professional and Business Services 4,875
Educational and Health Services 4,150
Leisure and Hospitality 4,050
Mining and Construction 2,375
Financial Activities 1,000
Other Services 900
Manufacturing 875
Information 525

Source: Arizona Department of Commerce
Figures are organized under the North American Industrial Classification System
(NAICS).
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Labor Force Data
1990 2000 2007
Civilian Labor Force 0 0 0
Unemployed 0 0 0
Unemployment Rate 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
Source: Arizona Department of Commerce
Labor Force data is unavailable for this area
Growth Indicators 1990 2000 2007
Net Assessed Value ($) 4.9 million 7 million 11.8 million

Source: Arizona Tax Research Assoc.

Scenic Attractions

Pearce, a mining town of 1,500 people in 1919, is the site of the
Commonwealth Mine, which produced $15,000,000 in gold during its
heyday. The historic Pearce Store and several ruins remain today.
Sunsites is located along the Cochise Trail, a route beginning at Willcox
and hitting numerous points of historical interest: Bisbee, Tombstone,
Sierra Vista, Fort Huachuca, Douglas and Agua Prieta, Sonora, Mexico.
Ghost towns of former mining camps dot the trail. Cochise Stronghold,
once the hideout for Apache Chief Cochise and his band, is now a
camping and picnic ground. Also nearby are Chiricahua National
Monument, the Wonderland of Rocks, and the Amerind Foundation, Inc.,
is a nonprofit archaeological research center and museum specializing in
Southwest Native American culture.
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Pearce/Sunsites Community Profile
Community Facilities Taxes
Pearce-Sunsites offer a wide range of community facilities including an Property Tax Rate 1990 2000 2007
arts-and-crafts center, library, two parks, one swimming pool, and one 18- Elementary/High Schools 6.36 5.96 6.45
hole championship golf course with practice driving range. City/Fire District 211 1.02 3.12
Educational Institutions Public Private Countywide 6.26 5.70 5.10
Elementary Y N Totals 14.73  13.58  14.67
High School Y N Source: Arizona Tax Research Association
Financial Note: Tax rate pfr $100 ;s;sssed_va.'uatiqn ) )
NLiviber oL EanNE1 NOTE: School district participates in Cochise Technical District (CTD).
les Tax 2007

Government iy
Fire Department: Volunteer City/Town 0.00%
Law Enforcement: Sheriff's Office County 0.50%

State 5.60%

Medical
A clinic with a physician associate and an MD from Willcox, specialists

visits monthly.

Hotel & Lodging

Number of Rooms: 22

Meeting Rooms: 2

Capacity of Largest Facility: 200

Industrial Properties:
There is one 800-acre park with utilities and railroad/highway access.
Contact Arizona Electric Co-op, P.O. Box 670, Benson, AZ 85602 or

phone (520) 586-3631.

Utilities

Electricity Sulphur Springs (Pearce/Sunsites) 520.384.2221
Natural Gas Southwest Gas Corp. (statewide) 800.766.9722
Propane Amerigas (Pearce/Sunsites) 520.384.2292
Telephone ATA&T (statewide) 800.222.0400
Telephone Valley Telephone Cooperative, Inc. 520.384.2231
Trash Pick-up  H&K Disposal, Inc. 520.826.3634
Water & Sewer Clear Springs Utility Co. 520.826.3370
Cable Providers: N Cable Internet Service Provider: N

Digital Switching Station: N i ey
Intemnet Service Provider: N Fiber Optics: N

Sources: League of Arizona Cities & Towns, Arizona Dept. of Revenue

Weather

Avg. Low (°F) Avg. High (°F) Precip. (in.)

January 20.6 61.1 0.8
February 320 64.5 0.7
March 36.0 70.0 0.5
April 4.7 7.7 0.2
May 49.5 86.1 0.2
June 58.6 94.9 05
July 64.4 93.9 2.8
August 62.4 911 3.1
September 56.7 88.8 1.2
October 46.3 80.6 0.8
November 355 68.9 0.5
December 294 60.7 0.8
Yearly Avg. 45.2 78.2 12.1

Source: Western Regional Climate Center

Westem Regional Climate Center, wrcc@dri.edu. Period of record 1950-2005.

Average Total Snowfall 1.0"

This profile was prepared by the Arizona Department of Commerce

Communications Division in cooperation with local sources.
For further information contact:

Pearce/Sunsites Chamber of Commerce/Visitors Center
P.O. Box 536/ 225 N. Frontage Rd.

Pearce, AZ 85625

Phone: 520.826.3535

Website: www.pearcesunsiteschamber.org
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